
Water Data Library 

Lab and Field Data Download Instructions 

Access the site at: http://wdl.water.ca.gov  

*This set of instructions is only for finding lab and field data if you don’t know the name of 

the site you are interested in 

 

1. On the Water Data Library homepage, click on the “water quality” box under “Site 

Type”.  Then zoom in on the map to your location of interest to see the available water 

quality sites (red dots on the image below). 

Note: If you are looking for sites with continuous data, like the RTDF sites, click on the 

“continuous data” box under “Site Type”. 

 

 

 

 

http://wdl.water.ca.gov/


2. Click on any site (red dot) to view the name of the water quality station.  To download 

data from the station, click on “View water quality data” 

 

3. 

• View “First Sample Date” and “Last Sample Date” to determine what year(s) of 

data are available 

• Select the “Output Format” drop-down box and choose MS Excel (this is the 

easiest format to download and view the data you are interested in) 

• Click on the “Yes” circle, if you want to “Include field data” 

• Select “Date Range” of interest or select “All Dates”, if you want the entire 

period or record 

• Lastly, click on “Select Analytes” 

 



4.  Select the analytes you are interested in by clicking on the box next to the analyte 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5.  Click on “Get Data” at the bottom of the analyte page to generate an MS Excel file  

 


